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CRITIQUING A SELECTION

DIRECTIONS: Match the parts of the selection “The Story of an Hour” in column A to its
critical analysis in column B. Write the letter of the correct answer on the space provided

Rating Score

For nos. 1-5
COLUMN A

COLUMN B

Knowing that Mrs. Mallard was
afflicted with a heart trouble,
great care was taken to break
to her as gently as possible the
news of her husband's death.

There would be no one to live
for her during those coming
years; she would live for
herself. There would be no
powerful will bending hers in
that blind persistence with
which men and women believe
they have a right to impose a
private will upon a fellow-
creature. A kind intention or a
cruel intention made the act
seem no less a crime as she
looked upon it in that brief
moment of illumination.

A. Kate Chopin introduces Louise Mallard
as a woman with a health condition whom
others need to deal carefully with. The
others worry that the news of Louise’s
husband’s death could threaten her own
life if not delivered gently. This initial
portrayal characterizes Louise as delicate
and needing careful attention.

B. In this simile, Louise is compared to a
child that has exhausted itself from crying,
yet cannot stop even in sleep. This simile
reemphasizes Louise's fragilty and
vulnerability, which were introduced at the
beginning of the story.

She sat with her head thrown
back upon the cushion of the
chair, quite motionless, except
when a sob came up into her
throat and shook her, as a child
who has cried itself to sleep
continues to sob in its dreams.

C. This paragraph and the next one mark a
shift in perspective and, therefore, a
significant shift in tone. Earlier, Louise was
observed from a distance, with a focus on
other characters’ thoughts rather than her
own. They saw her as fragile and
vulnerable, which determined the language
and tone of the story. Now, her own
thoughts take center stage— “What was
it?” is a question she is actually asking
herself—and the whole tone of the story
becomes more optimistic and excited. This
optimism foreshadows her eventual feeling
about the news of her husband’s death.

There was something coming
to her and she was waiting for
it, fearfully. What was it? She
did not know; it was too subtle
and elusive to name. But she
felt it, creeping out of the sky,
reaching toward her through
the sounds, the scents, the

D. This is the defining moment of the story.
Louise realizes that without her husband
she will be able to do the things she wants
to do without worrying about what he
wants. She realizes that she values this
freedom more highly than the love that
she’d felt, at times, for her husband.
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She could see in the open square E. In contrast to the storm metaphor
before her house the tops of earlier, notice the optimistic springtime
trees that were all aquiver with imagery in this paragraph. The “delicious

breath of rain” is both an olfactory and
gustatory image evoking the smell or
“taste” of rain in the air. The “countless
sparrows” twittering is an auditory image,
and the “patches of blue sky” showing
through the clouds are visual. All of these

the new spring life. The delicious
breath of rain was in the air. In
the street below a peddler was
crying his wares. The notes of a
distant song which some one was

singing reached her faintly, and examples of imagery suggest a moment
countless sparrows were of positive change that seems at odds
twittering in the eaves. There with the news Louise has just received.

were patches of blue sky showing
here and there through the
clouds that had met and piled
one above the other in the west

5.

DIRECTIONS: Arrange the following to form a complete critique of the selection
“The Necklace” by Guy de Maupassant.
For nos. 6-10

By using Mathilde as the protagonist in the story, Maupassant is able to create an ironic
ending that the readers do not expect. Several moral lessons can also be learnt when
one reads of the calamity that befalls Mathilde and the husband. The character of
Mathilde has changed drastically at the end of the story compared with the first time the
reader encounters her in the beginning of the story. She no longer complains about life
and wanting more wealth as she did in the beginning.

The short story's theme involves the pitfalls of pride. Mathilde's pride in her beauty
prompts her to buy an expensive dress and borrow seemingly expensive jewelry,
which triggers her downfall. She fed her pride for one night but paid for it over the
next 10 years of hardship, which destroyed her beauty. Pride also prevented her
friend from acknowledging initially that the necklace was a fake, which would have
prevented Mathilde's downfall.

"The Necklace" is a short story by 19th-century French author Guy de
Maupassant, who is regarded as one of the early masters of the short story. It's
often studied in English and world literature classes. Maupassant is known for
writing about the travails of average people in French society and their efforts to
get ahead, often with unhappy results.

Similarly, the jewelry represents the illusion of wealth in which Madame Forestier
and the aristocratic class indulge. While Madame Forestier knew the jewels were
fake, she did not tell Mathilde because she enjoyed the illusion of appearing
wealthy and generous in lending a seemingly expensive item. People often
admire the wealthy, aristocratic class, but sometimes their wealth is an illusion.
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At the end of the story, the question that arises is, ‘who is to blame for the misery
that this couple finds itself in?’ the blame seems to be solely on Mathilde because
of her irrationality in thought and action. If only she is keener about what she
desires and takes time before acting on her wishes, maybe her life and that of the
husband would have turned out to be better. She ruins her entire life and that of
her husband because of just a single night of pleasure.

DIRECTIONS: Read the short passage below taken from the story, “God Sees the
Truth but Waits” by Leo Tolstoi. Write a short critique of the said passage by
observing the steps in making a critique. (5points)

For nos. 11-15

That night, when Aksionov was lying on his bed and just beginning to doze,
someone came quietly and sat down on his bed. He peered through the darkness
and recognized Makar.

"What more do you want of me?" asked Aksionov. "Why have you come here?"

Makar Semyonich was silent. So Aksionov sat up and said, "What do you want?
Go away, or | will call the guard!"

Makar Semyonich bent close over Aksionov, and whispered, "lvan Dmitrich,
forgive me!"

"What for?" asked Aksionov.

"It was | who killed the merchant and hid the knife among your things. | meant to
kill you too, but | heard a noise outside, so | hid the knife in your bag and
escaped out of the window."

Aksionov was silent, and did not know what to say. Makar Semyonich slid off the
bed-shelf and knelt upon the ground. "lvan Dmitrich,"” said he, "forgive me! For
the love of God, forgive me! | will confess that it was | who killed the merchant,
and you will be released and can go to your home."

"It is easy for you to talk,” said Aksionov, "but | have suffered for you these
twenty-six years. Where could | go to now?... My wife is dead, and my children
have forgotten me. | have nowhere to go..."

"It is easy for you to talk,” said Aksionov, "but | have suffered for you these
twenty-six years. Where could | go to now?... My wife is dead, and my children

have forgotten me. | have nowhere to go..."

Makar [emvonich did not rice biit beat hic head on the floor "Ivan Dmitrich
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